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by Charles Merrit Barnes

Don Juan Antonio Chavez tells who lived about it. He speaks of
I ndi an raids, pestilence and wars.

Don Juan Antonio Chavez, who narrated the incidents
mentioned in the previous article, was too nodest to speak of
hi msel f. He was a nenber of the Texas Legislature in 1866, when
Thr ocknorton was Gover nor. He had previously served as County
Comm ssi oner of Bexar County in 1854, when Pease was Governor,
and has his conmssion from the latter CGovernor. At that tinme
John McC oud was County Judge and Chavez associ ate Comnmi ssioners
were John Beck, John Fries and Beitel. He was also County
Commi ssi oner of Bexar County in 1884 when Charles L. Wirzbach was
County Judge and his fell ow Comnr ssioners were Rafael Quintana,
Edward Braden and WIIliam Hoefling. He retired from active
politics at the end of his last term of County Conm ssioner in
1886. Resumi ng the narration describing the old buildings about
the Mlitary Plaza and their occupants, M. Chavez said:

“Commerce Street, when | can first renmenber it, ran between
the row of buildings | have previously described, standing out on
the north end of the Mlitary Plaza and the row of houses that

formed the north side of Commerce Street. The houses on that
side of the plaza were all single storied. They were nmade of a
conbination of stones and nmud or |linme nortar and cedar, or

cypress posts. They had very thick walls. They were not adobe,
as they have been erroneously call ed. What is adobe proper is
bricks of sunburned nud. There were sonme few, but very few, of
t he adobe structures. The adobe was only used by the very poor.
Those who were able to build substantial structures used the
stone, wood and nortar of nud and |ine. These were the nost
durabl e ones. Al though the adobe houses, |ikewi se, lasted well.”

NCRTH SI DE OF COMVERCE STREET

“The row of buildings formng the north side of Comerce
Street opposite the Mlitary Plaza was an interesting one. The
first of them that at the northeast where the Catholic O phanage
for girls nowis, was occupied by Father Odin [Jean Marie Odin],
then the Vicar General of this diocese. He was afterward the
Cathol i c Bishop of the Texas di ocese at Gal veston and still later
becane archbi shop of New Orleans. On his prenises there grew a
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Qd Mlitary Plaza

|arge china tree to which the vigilance commttee one night hung
one of the victinms sentenced by Judge Lynch's court. Fat her
Odin's successor, who then lived there, cut this tree down
i medi ately after it had been used for this grimpurpose.”

“Next to this house on the east, between it and the forner
El mendorf hardware establishnment was one in which a wi dow lived.
Her name | have forgotten, but she was the custodian of the old
chapel of mracles previous to it going into the fanmly of Juan
Ji menez, whose descendants now have charge of it.”

“Where the Elnmendorf hardware house was, there lived
anot her priest. He was called the Padre Mnos. H s housekeeper
at his death succeeded himto its occupancy. She raised a youth
naned Jacob Lynn, who succeeded her in its tenancy. Adj oi ni ng
this house on the east there |lived another w dow, whose nane | do
not now recall, but she had two nieces and a nephew. One of the
ni eces, whose nane was Jacoba, married Antonio Perez. The other
who was naned Antonia, married a CGerman gentlenman whose nane |
have forgotten. The name of her nephew was Patricio Bueno. Her
property ran all the way east as far as the late Fredrick
Kal teyer's Eagle drug store.”

“Commencing at the latter place and running all the way
east to the northwest corner of Commerce and North Flores Street
and including that corner now occupied by Miegge's grain
establishment, was the property of Mariano Rodriguez. The
building in which the latter establishnment is and the one
adjoining it are very much as they were when originally built and
these two are the only ones on the north side of Miin Plaza now
which are so. This conpletes the row of structures formng the
present north side of MIlitary Plaza.”

EAST SIDE OF M LI TARY PLAZA

“The east side of this plaza was fornmed by another very
interesting string of structures. The first was the one which
formed the southeast corner of Commerce and North Flores Streets.
It stood where the Silver King now stands. It was a single story
structure. It was the store of a nerchant naned Val eancela and
originally faced north and on Commerce Street. Later it was the
property of the |ate Theodore Schl euni ng, one of the Llano Gernman
colonists who built the present two story building there. Next
to it on the south and facing the Mlitary Plaza, was the house
that fornmed the nmiddle portion of this part of the east side of
that Pl aza. It was occupied by Nepomuceno Seguin. The next
place was the property of ny uncle Juan Antonio Padillo
[Padilla], and his wife, ny aunt, Polonia Padilla [Maria Apol onia
Montes de QOca], my nother's sister. This property ran to and
included the corner of Trevino Street and the Mlitary Plaza.
This was all the property between Conmerce and Trevino Streets.
Later Francis Quil beau had a store which took up all of ny aunt
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and uncle's property and that occupied by Nepomuceno Seguin
Still later, John and Christian Dubis (?) had a store there.”

“All of that space on the east side of this Plaza between
Trevino and Galan Streets is occupied by the rear portion of the
San Fernando Cathedral. This is the only portion of any building
on the entire plaza which today is exactly as originally built by

the old Franciscan friars in 1734. It is the only part of the
original structure which was saved from destruction in the
conflagration that burned the eastern portion of the edifice. It

is also the only two-story structure that originally stood on the
entire plaza for over a hundred years. Capped by a synmetri cal
done, this graceful Moresque structure is one of t he
architectural beauties of the city. The upper portion was
occupied for many years by the priests and sonme of the bishops
lived there. The last bishop to reside there was the late and
much | oved Bishop J. C. Neraz, who remained there until he built
the present home of the Catholic bishop on Dwer Avenue, now
occupi ed by the Rt. Rev. Mnsignor Forest, the incunbent now.”

“When the eastern portion of the old Cathedral was burned,
the contract to rebuild it was given to Edward Tynan, who worked
on it for sone tine There was a suspension of building there
for several years. It was only within the past few years that
the cathedral has been conpleted the last work done being the
conpletion of the two towers. These were not finished according
to the design made by the architect, Graud, forner Mayor of San
Antoni o, who drew the plans. Hs intention was to have the
towers crowned with Mresque donmes in unison with the rear
portion.”

“A church fair was held in the old church while it was
being rebuilt, the object of this bazar being to raise funds for
its erection. Many brought offerings which were sold there.
Sone of these canme from as far as the Medina River. The late
Prof. Toudouze brought quite a collection of specinmens of his
work in taxiderny for sale there.”

“All of the balance of the east side of Mlitary Plaza was
occupi ed by property of the late Jose Casiano Sr., whose pren ses
extended through from Main Plaza on which his residence faced to
the Mlitary Plaza. This included all of the property on the
east side on the latter plaza between Glan and Dol orosa
Streets.”

“As the southeast corner of Dolorosa Street, where the
| arge two-story brick house now stands, was a |lot on which there
grew a tree of considerable size. This tree, like the one | have
nmenti oned as having stood at Camaron and Comerce Street, was
al so used by the vigilance conmittee to hang one of its victins
on. The owner of this property then was Francisco Flores, he
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like the priest did the other, cut this tree down soon after the
vigilantes hung this victimon it.”

SQUTH SI DE OF M LI TARY PLAZA

“The southwest corner of this plaza was occupied by the
priest, Padre Valdez, whose prenmses extended to where the
establ i shnment of Abe Cohen now is. Adjoining it on the west was
property occupied by Francisco Bustillos which extended westward
to and included the present side of the new building that has
superseded the structure which collapsed several years ago.
Adjoining it on the west where Broggi now has a store, was
prem ses of Francisco Ruiz. The old Ruiz house, now Broggi's
store, with but slight alteration, stands very nuch as when
originally built and was when tenanted by the Ruiz famly. At
that tine the premises included the site now occupied by a two
story house containing a sal oon.”

“Where there is now an undertaking establishment was the
hone of the Herrera famly, while immediately adjoining there on
a very narrow lot, was the hut of the Hernandez famly.”

“This is the famly, whose son, Jesus, was captured on
Laredo Street by Indians and carried into captivity. This is the

boy to whom | alluded when | nentioned the Indian nassacre at
Market Street and Main Plaza at the old carcel in the latter 40's

of the last century.”

“The next property to this on the west extended all of the
way to the San Pedro Creek on the south side of Dolorosa Street.
It was that of Enenencio de |a Cerda. Later an Anerican fanmily

naned Porter, lived and kept a hotel, or boarding house there.
Ms. Porter, after the death of her husband, |left here went to El
Paso and becane postmaster there. The late Edward Frobese
afterward acquired this property. Hs famly lives in the rear

on Nueva Street now. ”

“This conpletes the list of those who owned or occupied
property on the four sides of Mlitary Plaza, as | have
previously nmentioned the owners or occupants in early day, of the
ot her portions of this plaza.”

LONG RI DE TO SCHOOL

“When | was about 14 years old, ny father concluded to send
me to school in Mssouri. | went to college, first at
Perryville, M. Father OGdin took nme there. He, ny father and a
guard took nme as far as Houston. W rode all the way there on
horseback. It was a long ride to go to school. But | still had
a nuch longer journey ahead of ne. I left nmy father and the
escort at Houston. Father Qdin and | together with two boys of
the Navarro family, and one of the Cassiano famly, at Houston,
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took a sailing vessel and went to Galveston. There we took the
st eanshi p Savanah and went to New Orleans via the @Gulf of Mexico
and the | ower M ssissippi River.”

“When about the mddle of the Gulf of Mexico, or half way
bet ween Gal veston and the nmouth of the M ssissippi we net another
steamer, the Neptune, later to take part in the war between the
United States and Mexico. This was in 1841. Wien the two
vessels saluted to each other, the Savannah stopped and so did
the Neptune, the latter sending a yawl boat with sailors to nake
inquiry regarding our mission and to send mamil back to New
Ol eans by our ship.”

“After our ship reached New Ol eans, we took a steanboat
there. On it we went to St. Ceneviere, where we took a stage for
Perryville. After studying for sone tine at Perryville, where
Father Gdin had left ne, | went to St. Vincent’'s Coll ege at Cape
Grardeau. | was gone from hone then seven years and returned by
the sanme route that | had cone.”

NARROW ESCAPE FROM | NDI ANS

“l had a cousin, Carnen CGomez, who with another cousin, her
sister, had a terrible experience with Indians. They were com ng
in a cart drawn by oxen over Wiite Hill along the Goliad Road,
when I ndians cane upon them They endeavored to escape in the
brush but coul d not. Carnmen had a baby with her, which she had
beneath her clothing. Wen one of the |Indians caught hold of her
hair she said to him because she recogni zed him as one she had
seen often in San Antonio.”

“Cassimro, please spare ne.”

“He paid no heed to her plaint, but placing his foot on her
neck and holding her long hair in one hand, with other holding a
knife, he scal ped her. Her sister, Trinidad, ran into the brush
after having an arrow shot into her neck. The Indians then left.
Trinidad cane on foot into town and told of the occurrence. A
rescuing party was sent out. It found Carnmen and her baby in the
brush near where she had been scal ped. Carnen recovered but had
to conceal the place where she had been scal ped. Her sister,
Trinidad, was never able to speak distinctly afterward, for the
muscl es of her throat, after the arrow was w thdrawn, contracted
and prevented her articulating distinctly.”

LI VED UNDER FI VE FLAGS

“I have lived in San Antonio under five different
dom ni ons, and have seen as nany flags float over her citadel and
the Alanb since | have been living here. I was born under the
Mexi can dormi ni on. Its constitutional flag of A D. 1821, agai nst

whi ch Santa Anna contended and prevailed, was floating over the
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Alano. Wien he cane here in 1836. He captured it together wth
the Alanb and annihilated its brave defenders. On his arrival
the flag he hoisted was the bl oody red one. It was the flag of
no country. He hoisted it to indicate his intention of giving no
quarter.”

“The next flag | lived under was that of the Texas
Republic, the Lone Star flag that floated over the Alano until
the Republic becane one of the States of the Anerican Union, by
annexati on. | saw that starry ensign hauled down when Cenera
Twi ggs surrendered the city to the Southern Confederacy, whose
cross hatred flag floated for four years over the city, and unti
that ' Conquered Banner' was furied forever after the defeat. ---
Then the Star Spangled Banner, which now floats above us, was

again raised. | have been here during four different wars. The
first was that of the Texans, who successfully struggled for
i ndependence. The second was when the United States fought

agai nst Mexi co and conquered. The next was the Cvil War between
the North and Sout h. The last was the Spanish Anerican, which
occurred a decade ago.”

“Wen | was born, the city's inhabitants could be counted
by hundreds. Its American population nunbered less than a
hundr ed. I have seen the city expand until its popul ace has

reached the hundred thousand mark and the city's comerce has so
grown that she is now the great netropolis of the greatest State

in the Union's gal azy. I have seen her small jacals and squat
hut substantial single storied structures superseded by nmanmoth
noder n bui | di ngs. | have nmarked the advance of civilization,

sonetines by rapid strides and at others halted by wars strife
and pestilentis visitations, when the place was deci mated by the
pl agues of nore than half a century ago. | have seen the country
abound with the buffalo and mnustang that have since been
exterm nated. | have been here when the Indians were hostile and
plentiful. | have seen them scalp the populace in the principa

streets. But | have lived to see the place becone peaceful,
prosperous and still remain the picturesque Mecca of the Pilgrins
of Pl easure.”
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